
Cinema serves as a space of collective experience, as the juncture of the reality onscreen 
and the reality of the audience. Cuban filmmaker Santiago Alvarez makes a newsreel 
documentary in 1965, which quickly becomes popular and is frequently screened in 
West Berlin.

This agit-pop piece was a global call to arms, one among many other militant Third 
Cinema films expected to change the world. The idea that the movement expands from 
the screen to the audience is created in the way the montage reframes, tracks, and 
contextualizes the images.  

If a projection were to leave traces and imprints of each image, we would be able to 
scrape their remains from the walls, but instead we can only imagine how the film once 
interacted with its surroundings.

A place sometimes loses reference to its former role and inhabitants: a cinema becomes 
a kindergarten, a museum, a cleaning firm.  And a hospital turns into an exhibition 
space.

‘’I don’t believe in films for posterity.  I make an urgent cinema,’’ says Alvarez.  But the 
film reels and the images they contain nevertheless made their way into posterity.  Inher-
iting them and, through them, taking a tiger’s leap into the past means always loading 
them with our present time and context. 

But what am I supposed to do with that loaded weapon I’m not really able to use, and 
that is maybe pointed at me? And still a film like this makes me want to be agitated. It 
makes me want to sing and shout and smash: the Ausländerbehörde issuing deporta-
tions, the Frontex boats in the Mediterranean Sea, the State which profits from racism.

So what happens if we don’t experience a collective call to arms, but an individualized 
one, either in the private sphere of our computer or an exhibition space, where many are 
eager to leave the black box at any time. Are we, all alone and by ourselves then, able 
to follow this urgent call? Which is, although altered, still valid.
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